
Address by Ambassador Ruchira Kamboj at the Virtual Signing Ceremony of
the Implementing Arrangement – 24 September 2021

His Excellency General Vetsop Namgyel;
Aum Pema Choden, Officiating Foreign Secretary of Bhutan;
Shri R Umamaheswaran ji, Scientific Secretary, ISRO;
Dasho  Phuntsho  Tobgay,  Secretary,  Ministry  of  Information
and Communication;
Colleagues.

It gives me great pleasure to be here today for the virtual
signing ceremony of the Implementing Arrangement on the
Joint Development of a Small Satellite for Bhutan. 

The document  is 6  pages  long,  capturing the spirit  of  the
enduring friendship between India and Bhutan.  Significantly,
the Implementing Arrangement is reflective of our resolve to
open  new chapters  of  cooperation  between our  two  great
nations  and to give practical shape to the ambitious vision
set out by our leadership  .  Today,  we also pay a tribute to
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and His Majesty the King of
Bhutan  who have inspired us to embark on a new journey-
one in which our bilateral cooperation extends to the realms
of space. 

Whether  it  is clean  energy  generated  through hydropower
projects  or  bettering  the  lives  of  our  people through  a
development  partnership based on the wishes and priorities
of Bhutan,  or  scholarships  enabling  the youth  of Bhutan  to
study in the top institutes of India or seamless  cross border
payments  facilitating  trade  and  tourism  between  the  two
countries- the guiding light  of this special friendship has always been the
mutual benefit of our people. 

On the India-Bhutan space journey, I  would like to make 2
points that stand out: 



1. At the heart of this Project is the leadership displayed by
both  the countries.  The Royal  Vision articulated  by  His
Majesty  the  King  of  Bhutan to  harness  space science  and
technology  for  the  benefit  of  Bhutan  and  to  use  space
activities to create both interest and passion amongst youth
for  STEM  subjects.  Through  this  Project,  India  is  deeply
privileged to be part of an important milestone in the national
endeavour to foster a culture of innovation and excellence in
Bhutan.

The bold vision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi  which
ensures that the India-Bhutan partnership remains relevant to
the needs and demands of  the 21st century. For India,  our
space programme is not just a matter of national pride but a
vital  instrument  of  national  development  and  global
cooperation,  and  we  are  indeed honoured  to  share  our
learnings and our experience of striving for excellence with
Bhutan. Suffice to say that it is befitting that the India and
Bhutan  friendship  is  aspiring  to  reach  for  the  stars,  quite
literally. 

2. Capacity  building,  knowledge  sharing  and  technical
training are also at the heart of the project to jointly build a
small satellite for Bhutan. The Project Team comprising young
Bhutanese  space  engineers  had  traveled  to  India  in
December 2020 for Phase I of their training and are all set to
travel again for Phase II of the training in October. Their trips
to  India  will  be  a  precursor  to  the  eventual  launch of  the
satellite  in  December  2021  aboard  ISRO’s  Polar  Satellite
Launch Vehicle. I  am given to understand that the training
has been a truly gratifying journey, a personal transformation
of sorts where the space engineers have picked up new skills,
stretched  themselves  intellectually  and  broadened  their
horizons at each step. I congratulate both the Project Teams –
DITT from this end and ISRO from ours – also wishing you all
the best for the critical months ahead!  A special mention for
Scientific  Secretary  Uma  ji,  who  leads  the  charge,  so  to



speak, from ISRO end, thank you Scientific Secretary and to
your team for your outstanding work. 

I  take  immense pride  in  saying that  today  is  yet  another
milestone in  the time-tested  India  Bhutan  partnership  and
that  we  are  not  letting  terrestrial  matters  limit  our
imagination. 

Thank you!
Tashi Delek!


