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Part of the Desuung 
National Service, the 
Dangdung Project has 45 
Desuups who were trained 
in the 42nd and 43rd Desu-
ung specialized training, 
building infrastructure to 
supply drinking water to 
over 66 households in Dan-
gdung. As with all ongoing 
National Service Water Pro-
jects, Desuups are supported 
by the RBA, dzongkhag 
engineers and the ministry 
of agriculture.

While in Dangdung, His 

Majesty visited the Dang-
dung Yulsar Lhakhang to 
offer prayers, and met with 
the community who had 
gathered at the Lhakhang 
to offer Tshogchang to His 
Majesty. His Majesty ar-
rived in Dangdung on 2nd 
March, after meeting with 
the Trongsa dzongkhag 
COVID-19 Task force and 
other public servants work-
ing in the dzongkhag. 

His Majesty also thanked 
the Desuups at the Water 
Project site and those train-

ing for the 44th Batch in the 
4 different sites, for their vol-
unteerism at a time when 
the country needed them 
the most. Along with the 
Desuups, His Majesty ex-
pressed appreciation for the 
Armed Forces, whose role 
in providing continued sup-
port both for training and 
subsequent deployments 
and Desuung Projects, has 
ensured that every Desuung 
endeavour has been a suc-
cess so far. 

The 44th Batch Acceler-

ated Training programme 
began on 14th February in 
7 different centres across 
the country simultaneously. 
1758 men and women 
participated in the pro-
gramme, and after con-
cluding their training on 
6th March, have taken the 
total number of Desuups in 
the country to 20,099. His 
Majesty granted Audiences 
to the Desuups at training 
centres in Tencholing, Paro 
Shaba, and Chhukha in 
February. 

His Royal Highness Prince 
Jigyel Ugyen Wangchuck, 
who has been serving in 
Gelephu as Gyaltshab, 
accompanied His Majesty 
during the tour. The agricul-
ture minister and members 
of Parliament from Trongsa 
accompanied His Majesty 
in Trongsa and Zhemgang, 
and the economics affairs 
minister accompanied His 
Majesty in Samtse, joined 
by the minister for works 
and human settlement in 
Phuentsholing.

His Majesty enters 7 days quarantine

Sonam Penjor

Taking further the 
stellar Bhutan - 
India cooperation 

in hydroelectric power 
generation, contracts 
for construction works 
for the Kholongchhu 
Hydroelectric Power 
Project were awarded on 
9 March by the pro-
ject management. The 
total value of the con-
tracts awarded was Nu 
202.763- billion (b).

Rigsar Construction Pvt 
Ltd, one of the Bhutanese 
contractors for the con-
struction company, has 
been awarded a major 
contract amounting to 

Construction work for Kholongchhu project 
awarded 

Nu 4.346-b along with 
an Indian company in a 
joint venture. 

The contract condi-
tions further provide for 
offloading of a minimum 
of 20 percent of entire 
amounts to Nu 40-b to 
local Bhutanese contrac-
tors, which will help in 
the technology and skill 
development of local 
contractors in Bhutan.

Contract package 
KC-1 for the construction 
of the dam, diversion 
tunnel, power intake, 
desilting chambers, and 
the headrace tunnel 
has been awarded to Jai 
Parkash Associates Ltd. 
for an amount of Nu 

97.2-b.
Similarly, contract 

package KC-2 for the 
construction of the 
headrace tunnel and 
Chaplangchhu diversion 
works has been awarded 
to a 50:50 joint venture 
of Valecha Engineering 
and Rigsar Construction 
Pvt Ltd, for an amount of 
Nu 43.48-b.

For contract package 
KC-3 for the construc-
tion of a powerhouse, 
surge shaft, pressure 
shafts, BVH, and a part 
of headrace tunnel, this 
has been awarded to Jai 
Parkash Associates Ltd. 
for an amount of Nu 
62.10-b.

The Kholongchhu Hy-
droelectric Power Project 
is the first joint venture 
project being implement-
ed under the intergov-
ernmental agreement on 
the development of Joint 
Venture Hydropower 
Projects, signed in April 
2014. 

The concession agree-
ment for the project was 
signed between the gov-
ernment and the project 
developer, Kholongchhu 
Hydro Energy Limited in 
June 2020.

Kholongchhu Hydro-
electric Power Project 
will be the seventh 
hydropower project to 
be built in Bhutan with 

the financial support of 
the Government of India 
(GoI). 

The project is being 
financed under a debt-
equity ratio of 70:30, 
wherein the debt will be 
raised by a joint venture 
company and the equity 
would be equally divided 
between Satluj Jal Vidyut 
Nigam Ltd and Druk 
Green Power Corporation 
(DGPC)

The GoI is providing 
DGPC’s share of equity 
in the joint venture as a 
grant. The project is be-
ing built at a cost of Nu 
54.818-b. The project is 
stated to be completed by 
March 2026.

Sonam Penjor

The Bhutan Echoes 
festival in col-
laboration with 

the Embassy of Canada 
to Bhutan is organizing 
the first Canadian film 
festival in Bhutan to cel-
ebrate Canada-Bhutan 
friendship.

Supported by the Bhu-
tan Broadcasting Service 
(BBS) and the National 
Film Commission of 
Bhutan, the festival will 
start from 15 March 

The first Canadian film festival to organize to celebrate 
Canada-Bhutan friendship

until 25 March.
The press release from 

Drukyul’s Literature: 
Bhutan Echoes states 
that the 10-day long 
festival will feature 
five Canadian films on 
themes such as women’s 
rights, diversity and in-
clusion, LGBTIQ rights, 
environmental protec-
tion and the impact of 
COVID-19.

The films will be 
telecasted on the BBS, 
and will be followed 
by power-packed panel 

discussions featuring 
prominent speakers. The 
festival will also conduct 
online quiz competi-
tions on its social media 
channel @bhutanech-
oes, and offer exciting 
giveaways for partici-
pants.

Producer of Bhutan 
Echoes Festival Nga-
wang Gyeltshen said, 
“The Bhutan Echoes 
festival, under patron-
age of Her Majesty 
Gyalyum Dorji Wangmo 
Wangchuck, is delighted 

to be the co-creators of 
this special film festival 
to celebrate the Canada-
Bhutan Friendship. At 
the heart of this friend-
ship are the universal 
values of compassion, 
empathy, justice and in-
clusion; values that our 
two countries cherish 
and champion.”

Canada’s Ambassador 
to Bhutan, Nadir Patel 
said “I am delighted 
that the Canada-Bhutan 
friendship is further 
strengthening with this 

new cultural initiative. 
I hope the festival will 
inspire participants to 
stand up for the rights 
of all and build a more 
just, inclusive, safe and 
equal world.”

Meanwhile, the cu-
rated films including 
women’s rights or hu-
man rights, inclusion, 
diversity and LGBTIQ 
rights, environmental 
protection and impact 
of COVID-19 will be 
screened on BBS chan-
nel-2.


