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Representatives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Department of Culture, 
Tour Operators & our Bhutanese friends

May I thank all of you for taking time out from your schedules to attend this Webinar 
with a special focus on magnificent Madhya Pradesh.

Most of our Bhutanese friends are familiar with India and the spectacular array of 
tourist attractions and sites that our country has on offer, but are perhaps not so 
familiar with Madhya Pradesh, which is really the centre, the heart of our beautiful 
country.

But before that, a word on Incredible India!

Whether it is the spectacular Dal Lake in the backdrop of the majestic Himalayas, the 
magnificent Bodh Gaya temple, the desert safari under the starlit sky near Jaisalmer, 
the silent backwaters and lagoons in Kerala or the magical attraction of the 
mesmerizing Taj Mahal – Incredible India has it all. 

India is home to the finest architectural heritage, serene temples and monasteries, 
spectacular landscapes and the largest tiger reserves. We offer a unique potpourri of 
heritage, adventure, art, nature and wildlife, spirituality, yoga and wellness, 
museums and food & cuisine that you will not find perhaps anywhere else in the 
world. India’s USP of unity in diversity showcases a mosaic of multicultural 
experiences that I dare say is a sine qua non for every individual who revels in travel 
and tourism.

Also, I do believe that it is indeed serendipitous that the scheduling of our Webinar 
has coincided with two important decisions – one by the Government of India, and 
the other by the Royal Government of Bhutan. Bhutan is on the cusp of opening up, 
after almost a two-year hiatus. Even as I speak, 34 tourists will enter the country 
from 2 April. And India’s decision to open international flights into and from the 
country is equally significant. Both, these decisions, will lead to enhanced two way 
tourism, connectivity & people-to-people contacts between our two friendly countries. 

So why Madhya Pradesh? Why have we started out with Madhya Pradesh tourism? 

Quite simply because Madhya Pradesh, as I have articulated, is the heart of 
Incredible India and offers a beautiful mix of nature, heritage, wildlife and spirituality. 
Let me pick up Wildlife – there are 11 National Parks, 24 Wildlife Sanctuaries and 6 
Tiger Reserves located in the State! Madhya Pradesh is also home to three 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites: the sacred Sanchi Stupa, the ancient 
Bhimbhetka and the majestic Khajuraho Temples. 



Sanchi is the oldest Buddhist sanctuary in existence, it was a major Buddhist 
centre in India until the 12th century A.D. The inception of Sanchi as a sacred centre 
is attributed to the Mauryan emperor Aśoka. His reign in the 3rd century BCE was 
instrumental in the spread of Buddhism throughout the Indian subcontinent.

The MahaStupa is more than a reliquary preserving the remains of Buddhist 
teachers and Buddhism. It shows the journey towards enlightenment. Traditionally, 
stupas do hold relics of Buddha or influential Buddhist monks. But at the same time, 
these structures also explain how Buddha achieved enlightenment, freeing himself 
from the cycle of life and death. The MahaStupa consists of a base bearing a 
hemispherical dome, symbolizing the dome of heaven enclosing the earth. It is 
surmounted by a squared rail unit (harmika) representing the world mountain, from 
which rises a mast (yashti), symbolizing the cosmic axis. The mast bears umbrellas 
(chatras) that represent the various heavens (devaloka).

Sanchi has witnessed the revival of a pilgrimage from all over the Buddhist 
world, and in particular from Sri Lanka, thus testifying to the religious significance of 
this place. The site is alive with chants and prayers to immortalize the remains of 
Sariputra and Maudgalyayana, two of the foremost disciples of Lord Buddha.

Moving on to the world famous Khajuraho Temples. These monuments have also 
been inscribed by UNESCO in its heritage list on account of their Nagara-Style 
architecture and graceful sculptures of nayikas and deities. Built between 950-1050 
AD by the Chandela Dynasty, these temples represent various forms such as 
meditation and spiritual teachings, through stimulating art. 

At Bhimbhetka, you will find cave paintings dating back to approximately 30,000 
years and rock shelters that belonged to our earliest ancestors. Bhimbetka has 
around 243 rock shelters listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, the oldest 
known rock art in India. The paintings found in the rock shelters here have a 
striking resemblance to the ones discovered in the Kakadu National Park in 
Australia; to the cave paintings of Bushmen in the Kalahari Desert and to the Upper 
Palaeolithic Lascaux cave paintings in France.

Finally, I will speak to one of the common threads that connect the people of India 
and Bhutan - Buddhism. India is home to a number of iconic sites touched by Lord 
Buddha through his life. Whether it is Bodh Gaya where Shakyamuni attained 
enlightenment under the serene Bodhi tree or beautiful Sarnath where he preached 
his first sermon to his disciplines or Kushinagar where he attained Mahaparinirvana 
– these are all part and parcel of the Buddhist heritage circuit in India. Lord Buddha 
is also associated with Shravasti, Sankasya, Vaishali and Rajgir – sites which are 
revered by Buddhists across the globe including in India and Bhutan. Guru 
Padmasambhava who brought Buddhism to Bhutan from India is associated with 
Rewalsar and Nalanda University, where he was a student and teacher in the 8th 
century CE. 

What about Buddhist linkages in Madhya Pradesh?



I have already spoken about the iconic ‘Mahastupa’ and the significance of Sanchi, 
located just 48 kms from Bhopal, the capital city of the State. Other Buddhist sites 
close to Sanchi include Satdhara, with stupas, chaitya and a rock shelter painted 
with a picture of a Buddha figure belonging to the Maurya and Gupta period, 
Murelkhurd, Andher, Sonari and Saru Maru – all sites where you will see stupas 
and Buddhist caves. Last but certainly not the least, Deorkothar is a beautiful 
reminder of Buddhist architecture located in the Rewa District of Madhya Pradesh. 
There are over 40 remnants of stupas that can be seen at this site. 

I can only hope that I might have enticed our audience enough, through this brief 
intervention. Suffice to say that Madhya Pradesh is indeed magnificent!

I now have the privilege to hand over the podium to Mr. Sheo Shekhar Shukla, 
Principal Secretary who will have much to say on Madhya Pradesh, inviting you to 
imbibe the unique tourist experience that the State has on offer.

Thank you!
 

*****


