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Virtual Workshop with Women Tech

Entrepreneurs from Karnataka (India)
and Bhutan

Wednesday, 13 April 2022

Remarks by Ambassador Ruchira
Kamboj

1. H.E.  Lyonpo  Karma  Dorji,  Hon’ble
Minister  of  Labour  &  Human  Resources,
Royal Government of Bhutan;

2. Dr.  C.  N.  Ashwathnarayan,  Hon’ble
Minister  of  Electronics,  Information  &
Biotechnology  and  Science  &  Technology;
Minister  of  Skill  Development,
Entrepreneurship  and  Livelihood,
Government of Karnataka;

3. Dr.  E.V.  Ramana  Reddy, Additional
Chief Secretary, Department of Electronics,
IT, Bt and S&T, Government of Karnataka; 
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4. Shri C. Rajasekhar, Officer on Special
Duty, States Division, Ministry of External
Affairs, Government of India; 

5.  Mrs.  Kunzang  Lhamu,  Director
General,  Department  of  Employment  and
Entrepreneurship,  Ministry  of  Labour  &
Human  Resources,  Royal  Government  of
Bhutan;

6.  Ms.  Meena  Nagaraj  Director,
Department  of  IT  &  Bt,  Government  of
Karnataka;

7. Startups from Karnataka and Bhutan;

8. Representatives  and  members of
various  Ministries  and  organizations  in
Bhutan.
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Greetings from sunny Thimphu! 

The  Embassy  is  very  pleased  to
facilitate  this  virtual  workshop  today
with  a  focus  on  STEM.  Our  grateful
thanks  to  the  State  Government   of
Karnataka for making this possible.
      
As stated by the Indian Prime Minister,
the  current  decade  is  the  ‘techade’  of
India.  There  has  been  an  exponential
rise in the indicators of  innovation in
the last 10 years. 

India’s  campaign  for  innovation  has
resulted  in  improvement  of  India’s
ranking in the Global Innovation Index
from the 81st rank in 2015 to the 46th
rank in 2021.
      
The  number  of  startups  in  India  has
increased from less than 500 five years
ago to more than 60,000 today. 
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With  42  new  unicorns  emerging  in
India  last  year,  start-ups  will  be  the
backbone of New India. 

These  companies  worth  thousands  of
crores of rupees are the hallmark of a
self-reliant and self-confident India. 

The  golden  era  of  India’s  start-ups  is
starting now.

And  when  one  talks  of  start  ups  and
innovation, Karnataka leads the pack! 

As  all  our  Bhutanese  friends  would
know,  the  state   capital  Bengaluru  is
the  Silicon  Valley  of  India  –   known
world over for its nurturing ecosystem
that  has  facilitated  the  growth  of
innovation and entrepreneurship. 

 The  State  also  plays  the  role  of  an
enabler through the Global Innovation
Alliance program for collaboration with
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leading innovation hubs of the world in
providing opportunities for startups in
Karnataka to obtain global exposure.

Bhutan’s focus is on economic recovery
from the pandemic, and on skilling its
young  workforce,  through  initiatives
such  as  the  Skills  Development  Plan
(SDP),  the  Youth  Engagement  and
Livelihood Program (YELP), and Build
Bhutan. 

Thus, today’s workshop could not have
come at a better moment! 
      
The  focus  sectors  in  the  workshop
include  Virtual  Reality  in
Advertisement & Marketing, ICT, Tech-
Stack,  Coding,  Programming
Education, Internet of Things, Artificial
Intelligence,  Data  Analytics,  Digital
Therapeutics, etc. 
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We  have  an  impressive  line-up  of
leading  women  tech  entrepreneurs
from Bhutan and Karnataka, who will
be sharing lessons from their respective
startup  journeys  in  the  tech  world.
Meera  from  VyliHealth;  Bharati
Vasanthakrishna,  Founder  of
Kornerstone Analytics from India, and
Srijana  Giri,   Daisy’s  Advertisement
and  Marketing  and  Kesang  Om,
Founder,  Institute  for  Learning
Solutions from Bhutan, will be in focus.

It  is  also  wonderful  that  we  have  a
number  of  entrepreneurs  and officials
from Bhutan participating as listeners.
We  also  have  an  interactive  session
towards  the  end  of  the  workshop  for
questions  and  comments  from  the
audience.
  
As  two  developing  countries  in  the
South Asia region, as historically close 
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friends,  India  remains  a  steadfast
development partner of Bhutan across
all  sectors  including  such  new  and
emerging  areas  of  startups  and
technology.

I  wish  the  participants  well  and  look
forward  to  positive  interaction  and
networking at the event.

Thank you!


